
 
Audition Concert Lineup: 

 
4:00 p.m. start time for Solo/Duo performers: 
 

1) The Blues Creakers 
 

 JT Thompson and Doug McMinn are grizzled veterans of the Central Pennsylvania blues scene, with 
thousands of gigs played, multiple trips to Memphis for the International Blues Challenge, and a dozen 
recordings as leaders or sidemen on their resumes. The two have been performing together in the Doug McMinn 
Blues Band and the Denicats since 2011, as well as starring in Natascha and the Spy Boys.  Both are seasoned 
solo performers; forming the duo was a natural progression.  JT (keyboards, melodica) and Doug (guitar and 
horns) share lead vocals and mix their long list of original songs with classic covers. 
 

2) Jason P. Yoder 
 

Jason P Yoder is an American Blues Performing Songwriter. His finger-style guitar technique blends moving 
rhythms, catchy melodies, and thought-provoking lyrics. Jason's love for the Blues shows in his music, but he 
does not limit his sound to the traditional. Country, Rock and Jazz influences can be heard peeking through his 
music as well.  While Jason prefers the acoustic guitar, he is not shy when it comes to playing other 
instruments. The first instrument Jason learned, other than voice, was actually the Trumpet.  He can be heard on 
his various albums and singles playing the piano, bass guitar, trumpet, mandolin, lead guitar, banjo, percussion, 
etc.  In his extensive years of study Jason P Yoder has learned with great artists! Roy Book Binder, John 
Cephas, and John Jackson are some of the many great artists Jason has studied under. Some of the sounds Jason 
learned from these great Bluesmen can be heard throughout his music.  
 

3) Mini Mojo 
 

Shawn Strickland’s musical heritage runs deep weaving through a very musical family dating back generations 
and is the great-grandson of renown bluegrass fiddler, Clay “Red” Edwards. Shawn was born in Williamsport 
but raised in Norfolk, VA. Shawn moved back to PA in his later high school years. First performing live at 16 
with his father's Southern Rock band "Triple Shot". After traveling throughout his early 20’s and then settling 
back in Williamsport, he formed the local blues-rock band "The Dirty Mojo Blues Band" with his father Gary 
Strickland. The Dirty Mojo Blues Band has been a prominent fixture on the local and regional music scene for 
the last decade. Shawn also performs solo and with his duo "Mini Mojo" which has competed multiple times at 
the International Blues Challenge in Memphis, TN. He was a finalist in the 2018 International Songwriting 
Competition with his composition “Honey Bee”. The Dirty Mojo Blues Band's CD, “Made Cents at the Time” 
was a semifinalist in the 2018 International Blues Challenge best self-produced CD category. Shawn is 
currently an endorsee for Seydel Harmonicas.  
Colin Beatty is a musician from Williamsport, PA. Primarily playing bass guitar, he has become a fixture in the 
local and regional music scene. Previously a teacher at the Uptown Music Collective where he taught for 
several years, he now mainly performs and records. Colin has also been a part of many area artist’s albums and 
live shows. Some of the artists he has worked with include Mallory Scoppa, Rubber Soul, The Dirty Nickels, 
and Captain Geech and the Shrimp Shack Shooters, to name a few.  Colin is currently holding down the bass 
duties in the regional blues favorite, The Gabe Stillman Band. Colin has shared the stage and performed with 
some great musicians including Nate Myers, and The Nighthawks. Most recently he toured with Tas Cru and 
His Band of Tortured Souls.  
 
 



 
6:00 p.m. start time for Band performers: 
 

1) Becky Blue Band 
 

The Becky Blue Band is composed of seasoned musicians from throughout the Central PA area. On guitar, and 
trained in the blues, Dan Montville leads with a soulful sound. He can be found performing solo or with his duo 
Earthbound Misfits. Performance artist, Justin Aurand, captivates the listener with vivacious piano playing. 
You can find out more by visiting Justinspiano.com. Carolyn Gatty’s infectious drumming brings to life songs 
spanning all decades and genres. She is a lively drummer for Off The Record and recently played in a holiday 
musical. Carolyn’s flare for drumming adds the perfect accent to the band. Local favorite. Bill Stetz brings his 
solid and relaxed bass playing to the band’s groove. He can also be found at the Bullfrog jazz workshop and 
playing with Ann Kerstetter. On lead vocals, Becky Blue adds raw, gritty, explosive blues vocals to the band. 
Becky has been involved with several blues projects over the years. She can be found playing her cigar box 
while leading the Musical Mash Bash at the Isle Que Brewing Company or gigging with the band. Check out 
Becky Blue on Facebook or visit www.beckyblueband.com to follow her adventures. 
 

2) A.C.’s Soul Medicine 
 

Tim Latshaw (Bass, Vocals) - Tim Latshaw has been playing music in front of live audiences for over 40 
years. By default, he was the bass player in his early bands because he was the only dude who owned a bass 
guitar.  He is the founding member of a popular Pennsylvania band which has been entertaining crowds in the 
region for decades. Tim works as a session player at several recording studios and plays live with various artists 
and bands encompassing just about every genre of music.  It’s his fourth decade as a bassist, guitarist, and 
vocalist. He also performs his original music as a soloist. Tim has taught guitar and bass and hosts a monthly 
open jam.  A love of the groove has brought him to AC’s Soul Medicine and a chance to play his beloved blues 
with a funked-up feel. 
Sean Madden (Drums, Vocals) - "At 10 years old I started playing on laundry baskets and boxes.  After about 
8 months of this, my parents relented and got me my first drum kit.  I was told formal lessons came with the 
drum kit and if I wanted to keep it, I had to go to them.  I played with a couple of bands in the beginning. i.e. 
The Wyres, Rock Wave, until I left for college and gave it up.  11 years ago, the Wyres got back together for a 
reunion show.  I played myself into shape, returned to drum lessons and have been playing with local bands 
since.  Bands: 25 to life, Route 15, Pandora, Frank Wicher, The Backyard ponies, KJ and the Funshine Band, 
and A.C.'s Soul Medicine. I love to laydown groove infused blues rhythms and backing vocals."  
Allan Combs II (Guitar, Vocals) - Allan Combs II is a Singer/Songwriter Guitarist based in Lewisburg, PA. 
Allan started playing blues guitar at the age of 13 and never looked back. His mix of Blues, Soul, Funk, and 
Rock n’ Roll is extremely unique. Drawing on inspiration from his musical heroes, Combs channels the 
Motown and Rock n’ Roll from years past into his own original compositions. Allan has been playing music 
professionally for the past three years, averaging about 200 solo gigs a year. In any given week, you can find 
Allan performing locally as well as working in the studio as a session musician. In 2017. Combs competed as a 
duo with Stacia Abernatha and advanced to the semi-finals at the International Blues Challenge. He plays in two 
bands; A.C.’s Soul Medicine, laying down funky and blues-infused grooves, and Heartland Drive, a four-piece 
Rock n’ Roll band for fun. You can hear his solo originals, covers, and find his full schedule at 
AllanCombsIIMusic.com. 
 

3) JP Williams Blues Band 
 

JP Williams (Guitar / Vocalist / Composer) first started performing acoustic Folk & Blues music in college 
coffee houses and local nightclubs in Wilkes-Barre, PA. He then moved to NYC where he performed for 



several years at many famous city nightclubs with other aspiring singer/songwriters and musicians. He 
continued to write songs and perform after moving back to Pennsylvania, first as a solo act and then with 
several successful bands, and now as The JP Williams Blues Band (Winner - Steamtown Music Awards Best 
Blues Act 2016). He now performs regularly and records his original music with an extraordinary group of 
talented musicians. His latest CD, “Everblue” has been featured on several “Best of 2018” Blues lists and charts 
and has enjoyed worldwide radio airplay and recognition.   
Ekat Pereyra (Vocalist) appreciation for music began with her birth in St. Petersburg, Russia. With her parents 
being working musicians, At the age of 7, Ekat was accepted to one of St. Petersburg's schools of music and 
began her musical training. She has opened for Bad Company with Billy Spanton and the Ramblin' Train.  She 
just completed a month-long multi-state tour as a lead vocalist with The Holiday Rock Orchestra “Twelve 
Twenty-Four” where she received standing ovations performing to “sold-out” theater venue crowds. She also 
performs with and has recorded two CDs (and a highly acclaimed Christmas Song) with The JP Williams Blues 
Band.   
Eddie (The Harp) Czarkowski - has been performing and accompanying musicians on harmonica in various 
style of music including Blues, Bluegrass and Country music for his whole life. He won the Steamtown Music 
Award for “Best Sideman Musician of 2018” for his outstanding performances. He can be heard on all four 
currently available commercial CD releases from the JP Williams Blues Band.    
Bill Coleman (Bassist) - is known as a bass player’s bass player. As a teenager growing up in Orange, NJ, his 
friend, guitarist Bobby Bandiera, (Southside Johnny and the Jukes, Bon Jovi and Bruce Springsteen) motivated 
Bill to start playing his instrument.  He performed in many bands, including the Lee Delray Band that won the 
Lehigh Valley Blues Network Blues Competition and performed in Memphis as part of the International Blues 
Challenge in 2014.  Bill has toured with the Creedence Clearwater Revival tribute band Green River. He also 
performed with blues guitarists Teddy Young, Phyllis Hopkins, W.C. Handy Award nominee and NY State 
Blues Hall of Fame inductee Clarence Spady and many others.  In addition, Bill formed The Soul Shakers, a 
tight, dynamic blues & funk-oriented rhythm section that hosts a monthly blues jam in NEPA. He is a featured 
bassist on JP Williams Blues Band CD “Everblue”. 
Sharon O'Connell (drummer) - is one of the most sought-after working drummers in Northeastern Pa.  She was 
born in Scranton, and currently resides in West Pittston with her son and husband Bobby Hammond, also a fine 
musician currently playing regularly as part of with the Clarence Spady Band, The Blues is her music of choice 
since she started playing 35 years ago. Her first gig was as the drummer for Top Shelf, a successful 
commercial band. She has played drums with many very popular blues musicians including Slam Allen, 
Clarence Spady, Teddy Young, Phyllis Hopkins and of course, The JP Williams Blues Band. She is a 
founding member of The Soul Shakers", who along with and bassist Bill Coleman and keyboardist Eric Brody 
meshed their individual styles into one of the best rhythm sections in the region. They have played stages large 
and small including the very successful Scranton Cultural Center "Winter Blues, Guitarmageddon" I. II. III. She 
also performs regularly as a member of the dynamic R&B band, "Souledout" as well as with her 
church ministry for the past nine years. Sharon O'Connell is one of the hardest working and most accomplished 
drummers in NEPA, and the proof is in the high regard that all the musicians who know her, and all the fans 
that have heard her, hold for her and her talents.  
 

4) Blues On The Loose 
 
Lewis Dean Bechtold aka Lewy Dean (Vocal, Harmonica, Distractions) - Lewy Dean is a free-lance singer and 
harmonica player from Lancaster, Pa. He has performed as a singer and frontman since 1979. Central 
Pennsylvania rock bands HUNTER, A.W.O.L., The SilverHawks were vehicles to not only entertain, but served 
to develop his technique and style.   Lewy has had the privilege to share the stage with Gary U.S. Bonds, Mindi 
Abair, Mikey Junior, Slam Allen, The BoneShakers and others.  Additionally, Lewy has performed in several 
music festivals throughout Central Pa. including 2016, 2017, 2018 Lancaster Roots & Blues Festivals, Dauphin 
County Music & Wine Fest @ Fort Hunter. He is a proud member of Blues Society of Central Pa. 



His current project, started in 2015, is an exploratory adventure into the history laden origins of Rock & Roll 
itself, the Blues. Music he has long admired and loves reclaiming. Using his voice, harmonica and an active 
imagination, Lewy Dean is proud to present: Blues On The Loose. 
Doug Porter (Electric Bass Guitar, Double Bass & Vocals) - Driving the bus, this dapper pocket man digs the 
duty of backing a talented band of brothers.  The United States Marine Corp provided the cadence and fellow 
crusader, Mike Bitts, provided the keys to the kingdom.  Musical influences include Lee Rocker, Bill Blough 
and his 4th grade piano teacher, Sister John Madeline. Porter’s transformation from the treble clef to the bass 
clef occurred a decade ago, with a three-piece effort called Bad Penny. When not teaching future leaders at 
School District of Lancaster, he continues to learn with Blues On The Loose.   
Jay McElroy (Electric & Acoustic Guitar & Vocal) - Jay, from Lancaster, Pa., has performed in the local music 
scene for over 35 years with bands such as Toro and the Lawn Boys, The Stumpf Brothers, Scoville Units, The 
1.21, David Wilson's Bailey Run, and others. His current project, Blues on the Loose, represents a return to the 
blues and the roots of rock 'n' roll.  Influences include (but are not limited to) Buddy Guy, Stevie Ray Vaughan, 
Nils Lofgren, Mark Knopfler, Eric Clapton, and The Rolling Stones.  Performance highlights include Green 
Day's American Idiot at Ephrata Performing Arts Center (EPAC), a local theater showcase at the Fulton Opera 
House, and several original singer/songwriter showcases with David Wilson and Bailey Run. He has shared the 
stage with the Ben Miller Band, Mindi Abair & The Boneshakers, Slam Allen, and others.  Jay has performed 
with Blues on the Loose (BOTL) at the Marietta Blues Fest and Pub Crawl, Lancaster Roots & Blues, Dauphin 
County Food & Wine Festival, Moondancer Winery Blues Festival, and countless local venues. He's excited to 
continue BOTL's tradition of honoring the blues with soulful musicianship and fun performances! 
Tom Lowry (Piano, Hammond B3, Vocal, harmonica, guitar, accordion, trombone, et. al.) -                                                 
Tom is a founding member of Lancaster's popular rock band The Speedboys, 1978 – 1985. With the Speedboys 
Tom recorded three albums. Additionally, Tom was a key member in the country band Suzies Bar and Grill and 
the more bluesy Wake Up Call. Tom, a proud member of the Blues Society of Central Pa., has played with 
many area blues bands. His dynamic vocals pair with his New Orleans-influenced piano style to make a unique 
blend of old and new. He was inducted into the Lancaster County Rock and Roll Hall of fame in 2017 and 
recently has had the opportunity to play keyboards in support of New Orleans own Benny Turner, brother of the 
late great Freddy King. Tom relishes this new opportunity to express his love for the medium through Blues On 
The Loose. 
Dave Secunda (Drums) - Blessed with a natural ear for music and a passion for percussion, Dave started 
performing in working bands as a drummer at the age of 14. Though influenced by many drummers, Dave has 
developed his own style. He has spent the last five decades bringing the backbone and steady rhythm to bands 
including...Midnight Blues, Rick & the Rivals, Clair Marie & the Classics, Big Red, RoadHouse, Dark 30, Blue 
Light Special, HomeBrewDriveThru, and currently Blues on the Loose. 
 

5) Benjamin Vo Blues Band 
 

Benjamin Vo (guitar/vocals) – I started playing guitar when I was 10 years old. My dad and uncle both played 
classical Spanish guitar. They showed me how to play a few things and then I really got into it. Listening, 
playing by ear, intuition, a strong sense of rhythm, and emotional expression are all important elements to me as 
a musician. I started diving into studying the blues deeply and developing my playing style after hearing BB 
King’s “Worried Dream”. It was a difficult period in my life, and the blues comforted me like an old friend. As 
long as the music has the right feel, I love it. I especially love Peter Green’s lyrical and poetic guitar phrasing, 
the lonely melancholy of Skip James, and Otis Spann’s loose and soulful style.  
Joel Stoltzfuz (drums) – My biggest challenge when I put together this band was finding a drummer that could 
hit behind the beat like the old players. I was fortunate enough to meet Joel at an open jam. I had Joel come 
over to play with us and he pulled off the old school style right out of the gate. I was surprised to learn that he 
had never played in a band before. Although having played in drumline in school and studied under an 
instructor, Joel plays in a very organic fashion. His hair is often the talk of the crowd at shows (not sure what 
shampoo he’s using nowadays).  



Jeff Pickle (bass) – Jeff just recently joined the band on bass and it’s been feeling good. He and Joel had been 
jamming together for a long time before I met either of them. Naturally, they can tell what the other one’s gonna 
do without speaking. The “ebb-and-flow” of the rhythm section really fell into place with these two. Outside of 
music, Jeff enjoys jokes, leisurely walks, and eating tuna. He really loves to finger that bass (among other 
things).  
Mike Titzer (keys) – Mike came into the band at a time when I was looking for someone to add a bit of that 
“rumble and tinkle” only a piano can do. To me, having piano in blues is like adding that bit of honey to your 
tea. His playing comes from more of the New Orleans style, but he’s not too far from Chicago. He may be a 
little older than the rest of us in the band, but he’s usually the first to pound a beer or three.  
 
 
 

6) The Cadillac Cats 
 

The Cadillac Cats are a Williamsport PA-based five-piece band that has been playing an eclectic blend of blues-
based music throughout northcentral Pennsylvania since 2013.  The music is diverse, drawing on R&B, rock 
and country. Blues is at the forefront of this high energy combo, however, and that is due to founder and 
guitarist Blair Mitcheltree.  His earliest influence was his grandfather Howard Webber, who played in country 
and rock and roll bands in the Williamsport area during Mitcheltree's childhood.  "Then I found the blues in my 
teens," he said. "I was drawn to the blues by the guitar solos and emotional expression of the music." 
In addition to his grandfather, Mitcheltree counts Stevie Ray Vaughn, BB King, Albert King and Eric Clapton 
as his main influences. This shows in his guitar playing, which pays tribute to all those great bluesmen.   
Mitcheltree has been in numerous Williamsport area bands over the years: R-Way, the Nobody's, Riverside 
Blues Band, and KG+3. His vision for the Cadillac Cats came in early 2013 while returning from Memphis after 
competing in the International Blues Challenge with acoustic duo R-Way.  "I wanted to start a band that played 
good-time, rockin' blues and played it the way it's supposed to be played," Mitcheltree said. "With the Cadillac 
Cats, I got exactly what I wanted."  The band's current lineup is Blair Mitcheltree (guitar), Becky Wool 
(vocals), Scott Myers (bass), Urie Kline (drums), and Dave Thompson, (harmonica and vocals). 
The rhythm section, Myers and Kline, have experience well outside the blues genre. Myers has played 
everything from punk to bluegrass and counts Motown session bassist James Jamerson, Victor Wooten (Bela 
Fleck and the Flecktones) and local bass master Tim Breon as his main influences. He has a funky side that 
almost bursts out in his playing. Kline counts jazz pioneer Papa Jo Jones, Steve Gadd, Indian tabla player Zakir 
Hussain and Latin percussionist Giovanni Hidalgo, among those who inspire his playing. His drumming is 
quirky and expressive but always tasteful and right where the band needs it, regardless of the tune.  Wool sang 
in country bands for much of her career, including All-Most County, and the Corral. She loves the blues and she 
can sing it with the best of them, however. Her influences include Patsy Cline, Koko Taylor, Ray Charles, 
Mavis Staples and Aretha Franklin.   Thompson bought his first harmonica shortly after being discharged from 
the US Air Force. His influences include Sonny Boy Williamson II, Paul Butterfield, James Cotton and many 
other great players. He competed in Memphis at the 2011 International Blues Challenge as a member of Miz Ida 
and the All-Nightas.  "This is a great group of musicians who I feel very fortunate to have in my band," 
Mitcheltree said.  "We have a great time playing together and that reflects in our shows. People who come to 
see us are going to have a good time."   Learn more about the Cadillac Cats on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/kgcadillaccats 
 


